and in 1979 all those who had participated in the first stage were contacted again (Egerton, 1983 
RESULTS
Apart from background information common to both, students and qualified doctors are dealt with separately in this section.
The mean ages of the three groups were 24, 26 Present Employment among Qualified Doctors. Eighty-one of the 1977 graduates were working full-time, three (women) were not working and four (women also) were working part-time. One hundred and seven graduates were working full-time, two women were on maternity leave, two women were not working and one man and one woman were working part-time.
Those who were working in both cohorts were asked to indicate the type of work they were doing (or their main employment, if engaged in more than one field), the grade of their present post, whether they intended to practice this field ultimately, and if not, which other areas of medicine they were considering. In both groups, general practice had attracted the greatest number (a total of 24.5 per cent) and medicine the next greatest (a total of 21.9 per cent). Among the 1977 group, radiology/radiotherapy was third with 10.5 per cent, and in the 1979 group, surgery was third with 10. UNDERGRADUA TES Students' Current Career Preferences. Twenty-three of the 125 students claimed to have decided definitely on the broad field of medicine in which they wished to make their career. Another 87 were interested in a particular field but were still undecided; 13 had as yet no strong preferences but had decided against certain fields and two were completely undecided. Students who had decided on, or were interested in, a particular field, were asked to list in order of preference three broad areas of medical practice from a given list of six. General practice grew considerably in popularity between fourth and final year, attracting almost as much interest in 1981 as clinical hospital work with continuing responsibility (defined as medicine, the surgical specialties, obstetrics and gynaecology, paediatrics and psychiatry). The first two stages of this survey indicated that 25 per cent of the 1977 final year chose general practice and 50 per cent clinical hospital work with continuing responsibility; 30 per cent of the final year chose general practice and 40 per cent clinical hospital work with continuing responsibility. The distribution of preferences appears then to be changing steadily in favour of general practice, with little interest existing in areas other than these two, even as second preference. A few were willing to consider clinical hospital work with continuing responsibility (used in a broad sense to refer to radiology, anaesthetics and laboratory medicine) and community medicine as third choices but the majority did not state a third preference.
Those who had indicated a preference for a broad area of practice were then invited to specify three specialties in order of preference from a given list. The most notable points were the increased interest in general practice between 1979 and 1981 and the drop in popularity of surgery. On this occasion as in previous surveys there was a comparative lack of interest in anything outside general practice, medicine and surgery. The distribution of preferences of the 1981 final year students appears to reinforce the hypothesis suggested in the last report: that undergraduate career preferences may conform to a pattern, determined presumably by the emphasis given on the curriculum to the various specialties from year to year and by the influence of teachers.
Of the respondents 21.6 per cent were consistent between 1979 and 1981, (13 in general practice, 7 in medicine, 5 in surgery, 1 in opthalmology and 1 in surgery). Only 7.2 per cent were consistent in all three stages of the survey (4 in general practice, 3 in surgery and 2 in medicine). Respondents were next asked to indicate specialties they had decided against. As with the final year students of 1979 it was the surgical specialties which fell most from favour, surgery, opthalmology and otorhinolaryngology being discounted by an additional 22 to 25 per cent.
Intended Location of Practice. The number of final year Northern Ireland-born students intending to stay here has risen from 47.8 per cent in 1979 to 65.2 per cent in 1981. The number wishing to leave has dropped from 18.3 per cent in 1979 to 10.4 per cent in 1981. The first two stages of this survey showed that the number of final year students intending to emigrate fell also between 1977 The pattern of responses in this study confirms the trend suggested by the first stages. It would appear that, in the undergraduate years, specialty preferences are influenced by the time and emphasis allocated to particular subjects on the curriculum and possibly also by the enthusiasms and prejudices of the teachers. Attitudes towards the various specialties are clearly open to influence during this period and it seems likely that the specialties receiving more time and emphasis assume more prestige in the students' eyes. However, personal inclination is being modified increasingly among students and graduates by career opportunities. This is the final stage of the study to look at all three groups. It is planned in 1983 to concentrate on the 1977 graduates, examining more closely six years after graduation the reasons for their choice of specialty. 
SUMMARY

